A new anticoagulant for a new era: review of recent data on dabigatran etexilate.
Dabigatran etexilate is an oral direct thrombin inhibitor that could be administered in fixed doses and does not require laboratory monitoring. It is currently being evaluated through the RE-VOLUTION clinical trials program, which will involve more than 38,000 patients by the time it is completed. These clinical trials will evaluate the efficacy and safety of dabigatran etexilate for several indications. This article will review the clinical development of dabigatran, the published trial data, and the potential indications for this promising oral anticoagulant.